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4.6.93 Because of this, it is considered that there is still a requirement to provide for the 
provision of managing natural character, especially the maintenance and 
enhancement of the Harbour margin. 

4.6.94 It is now considered that the key issue is: 

• How to enable development to occur around the margins of the Tauranga 
Harbour without further degrading the Harbour edge; 

• How to enable landowners to utilise their properties without placing 
significant burden on them through restrictive rules; 

• How to manage the interface issues between urban development and the 
Tauranga Harbour, which is identified as an Outstanding Natural Feature 
and Landscape. 

4.6.95 The following planning response to matters raised in submissions seeks to achieve 
this: 

Proposed Natural Character Rules 
• The removal of the Natural Character: Coastal Environment, Wetlands, Rivers 

and Streams Rules located in all Chapters: 

For Urban Areas 
• The introduction of a new 15m setback from MHWS that relates to urban 

zones located within the setback provisions of the Plan, within which the 
construction of new independent dwellings units will deemed to be a 
Discretionary Activity, with this Rule only applying to areas surrounding the 
Tauranga Harbour (i.e. excluding the Open Coast); 

• The introduction of a new Rule for buildings located within the 15m setback 
from MHWS that relates to urban areas whereby provision is made for the 
alteration of that building as a Restricted Discretionary Activity, providing it 
does not project further towards MHWS; 

• There will be no setback requirements in relation to 'Minor Structures and 
Activities' (with minor structures and activities as defined in the Proposed 
Plan, and listed in Appendix 2); 

• The introduction of a new Rule limiting the height of fences around the 
Tauranga Harbour margins; 

• The above Rules will also apply to setbacks from rivers and streams with a 
maximum setback of 10m (all buildings and structures, excluding minor 
structures and activities), with these identified on Plan Maps as: 

o The Wairoa River; 
o Waiorohi Stream and associated tributaries; 
o The Waimapu Stream and associated tributaries; 
o Kopurererua Stream and associated tributaries; 
o Kaitemako Stream; 
o Waitao Stream and associated tributaries; 
o Arateka Stream; 
o Kaituna River; and the 
o Waioraka Stream and associated tributaries. 

• There shall be no Rules regarding the clearance of vegetation or removal of 
native trees in urban areas in accordance with the recent amendments to the 
RMA. 
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For Rural Areas 
• The retention of the 60m setback from MHWS that relates to rural, future 

urban and greenbelt zones located within the setback provisions of the Plan, 
whereby the construction of new independent dwellings units will be a 
Discretionary Activity, with this Rule only applying to areas surrounding the 
Tauranga Harbour (i.e. excluding the Open Coast and Mataplhi (where the 
proposed Plan Areas achieves the result anticipated by the setback); 

• The introduction of a new Rule for buildings located within the 60m setback 
from MHWS that relates to rural areas whereby provision is made for the 
alteration of an building, providing it does not project further towards MHWS 
as a Restricted Discretionary Activity; 

• There will be no setback requirements in relation to 'Minor Structures and 
Activities', provided that certain developments (such as fences) integrate well 
with the harbour margin. 

• The above Rules will also apply to setbacks from rivers and streams with a 
minimum setback of 10m (all buildings and structures, excluding minor 
structures and activities), with these identified as: 

o The Wairoa River; 
o Waiorohi Stream and associated tributaries; 
o The Waimapu Stream and associated tributaries; 
o Kopurererua Stream and associated tributaries; 
o Kaitemako Stream; 
o Waitao Stream and associated tributaries; 
o Arateka Stream; 
o Kaituna River; and the 
o Waioraka Stream and associated tributaries. 

• The existing rules in relation to vegetation clearance shall remain, being limits 
on the clearance of more than lOm^ of indigenous vegetation in any calendar 
year; 

Commercial/Industrial 
• There shall be no setback requirements in relation to this matter that relates to 

Industrial and Commercial Zoned land, given the type and nature of 
development that has occurred within these areas, such as the Port, and the 
lack of natural character values present around these zoned areas. 

Open Space 
• The setbacks shall apply to land zoned Open Space, except for minor public 

recreational facilities and activities and marina's in existence at the time of 
notification ofthe Plan. 

4.6.96 It is considered that the above proposal appropriately recognises that the natural 
character values of the Tauranga Harbour, in relation to urban areas is low (on the 
landward side of MHWS), however has a moderate value within the Coastal Marine 
Area. The approach also enables activities that will have a minor impact on the 
harbour edge and the existing natural character to occur while ensuring that those 
larger buildings and structures (for example independent dwelling units) are located 
in a manner that does not further detract form the harbour margin. 

4.6.97 In Rural Areas, the 60m building setback proposed is appropriate to ensure that the 
natural character of those areas is retained, while ensuring that development that is 
of an appropriate scale could located within the setback through the resource 
consent process whereby the merits ofthe application will be appropriately assessed. 
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