
















































































5.5,8 ISSUE: Tauranga Harbour i o ' 

Submissions Received 

Submitter 
(Submission 
points) 

38.8 and 
172.6 

647,9 

Summary of relief sought 

The Appendix 6A - Tauranga Harbour and Estuaries as it is too broad 
and takes insufficient account of harbour margins which have been totally 
and irremediably compromised by previous activity. Amend to provide 
more particularised schedule. Otumoetai and Matua Harbour margins 
are far from their natural states. 
Support, but Plan omits traditional names for Welcome Bay Estuary and 
Rangataua Bay and Estuary collectively known as Te Tahuna o 
Rangataua. The relief sought is to Insert 'Te Tahuna o Rangataua into 
the Plan. 

Discussion 

5.5.9 Submission points 38.8 and 172.6 state that Appendix 6A - Tauranga Harbour and 
Estuaries is too broad and takes insufficient account of harbour margins which have 
been totally and irremediably compromised by previous activity. The relief sought is 
to Amend to provide more particularised schedule. Otumoetai and Matua Harbour 
margins are far from their natural states. 

5.5.10 In response to submission points 38,8 and 172.6, however the Tauranga Harbour is 
identified as an Outstanding Natural Feature and Landscape, only those key areas 
that warrant protection that are within the jurisdiction of Council are provided for 
within the Plan Area. 

5.5.11 The Landscape Study also identifies the detractors to the landscape and recognises 
that the margins of the Tauranga Harbour are of great importance and because of 
this, through the submission process it has been recommended that a new Policy 
managing the interface between the Harbour and the urban development is provided 
for, 

5.5.12 Because of this, the method proposed is appropriate in the context of providing for 
the management of use around the harbour margins and the provision to ensure the 
protection of the harbour edge from inappropriate development occurs. 

5.5.13 Submitter 647.9 seeks that the Plan provide for the traditional names for Welcome 
Bay Estuary and Rangataua Bay and Estuary, It is considered that this is appropriate 
and provision can be made for these within Appendix A, 

Recommendation 

5.5.14 It is recommended that the relief sought in submission points 38.8 and 172.6 be 
accepted. 

5.5.15 It is recommended that the relief sought in submission point 647.9 be accepted. 

5.5.16 It is recommended that Appendix A, Tauranga Harbour - Description of Values be 
amended as follows: 
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Tauranga 
Harbour & 
Estuaries 

Evaluation 
of Values 

Description of Values 

The interface between Tauranga Harbour and the land is the key 
management area for the Council. This outstanding natural feature and 
landscape includes the following estuarine environments: 

Waimapu Estuary 
Waikareao Estuary 
Matua Estuary and Saltmarsh 
Welcome Bay Estuary 
Rangataua Bay and Estuary (Te Tahuna o Rangataua) 
Waipu Bay and Estuary (Waikorire Bay; Tahuna o Paritaha) 

Reasons 

5.5.17 Tauranga Harbour is an Outstanding Natural Feature and Landscape, Provision is 
provided for the protection of the margins based upon the identification of key areas 
within the Harbour. Furthermore, the areas of management are those above MHWS, 

5.5.18 There is an ability to provide for traditional names for Welcome Bay Estuary and 
Rangataua Bay and Estuary within the Plan, 
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6.0 TOPIC: IMPORTANT AMENITY LANDSCAPES 

6.1.1 Through the establishment ofthe Outstanding Natural Landscape and Features case 
law and assessment criteria, the Environment Court also considered the concept of 
Visual Amenity Landscapes. 

6.1.2 Section 7 of the RMA states that decision makers shall have particular regard to: 

(b) The efficient use and development of natural and physical resources; 

(c) The maintenance and enhancement of amenity values; 

(d) Intrinsic values of ecosystems; 

(f) Maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the environment; 

(g) Any finite characteristics of natural and physical resources. 

6.1.3 Those administering the RMA must give particular weight or consideration to the 
matters of section 7. The matters in section 7 must be recognised as "important to 
the particular decision and therefore to be considered and carefully weighed in 
coming to a conclusion. While outstanding natural landscapes are a matter of 
national importance under section 6, lesser landscapes may be considered under 
section 7(b), (c), (d), (f) and (g) and provided with appropriate managemenf, 

6.1.4 In order to assess these landscapes, a character area assessment has been 
undertaken. This involved looking at the previous landscape character units of the 
1995 Landscape Study against what now is present on the ground. The 
characterisation process enables broad assessments to be made based upon the 
landscape catchment and the existing environment within it. This includes assessing 
the landscape against defined aspects such as: 

• Geomorphology / Hydrology 
• Ecology 
• People - including Built Form and Culture and Heritage. 

6.1.5 The identification of Important Amenity Landscapes is an appropriate technique and 
follows that process utilised in WESl vrs QLDC whereby the Court found that lesser 
landscapes may be considered under s.7(6), (c), (d), (f) and (g). 
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