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5. Natural Environment

5.1 Purpose of the Natural Environment Chapter

Tauranga contains a range of remnant natural areas that contain indigenous vegetation and
habitats of indigenous flora. Indigenous natural areas have become so depleted in
Tauranga that the most significant remaining examples that make up the biodiversity of the
region require protection. Significance can relate to ecological and visual aspects, including
the rarity and quality of the natural area. The significance may relate to vegetation or habitat
and/or the fauna and flora populations within or associated with a specific area.

The extent and variety of these natural areas need to be conserved and their qualities
maintained and, where appropriate, improved. This is achieved through the identification,
protection, and the maintenance and enhancement of Special Ecological Areas. These are
listed in the Special Ecological Areas Register as either a Category 1 or 2 area.

5.1.1 Purpose of the Special Ecological Area Category 1 Overlay Zone

In this category, the significant natural areas are recognised for their higher ecological value
or vulnerability. Category 1 Special Ecological Areas are the best quality or only remaining
representative examples of indigenous vegetation or indigenous flora on particular landform
units within Tauranga City. This category also includes intact altitudinal or geographic
sequences across Tauranga City, or diverse assemblages of landform unit, vegetation, and
bioclimatic character. It is of prime importance that the values of the areas listed as
Category 1 are protected and, where appropriate, enhanced.

5.1.2 Purpose of the Special Ecological Area Category 2 Overlay Zone

Category 2 Special Ecological Areas are good quality representative examples of indigenous
vegetation and/or indigenous flora which complement Category 1 areas, and existing
protected areas. They include :

€) relatively small areas with vegetation types or plant taxa under-represented
within the City;

(b) relatively large areas with features which are represented in Category 1 Special
Ecological Areas but which are nevertheless worthy of protection;

(© areas containing vegetation types which would once have been more common in

the Tauranga Ecological District and are under-represented in Category 1
Special Ecological Sites, but which have been degraded by weed invasion,
animal damage, or other similar agents;

(d) relatively small areas which still retain their indigenous character or support
indigenous fauna populations.

Category 2 areas often contain more weed species or younger, more common vegetation
types that are not nationally rare. It is more appropriate to consider mitigation for activities in
areas within this Category, as long as these areas are managed in a manner that will
maintain the ecological values that they support.
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5.1.3 Purpose of Restoration Areas (Restoration Area Policy Overlay Zone)

Restoration areas are highly modified but retain a framework of indigenous vegetation or
have been identified as opportunities for linkages between fragments of Special Ecological
Areas which, if replanted, would improve the sustainability of those fragments of indigenous
vegetation, or which would act as wildlife corridors. An important element of many of these
areas is that key ecosystem functions are still operative (although they may have been
highly modified), particularly for wetlands on harbour margins. The management approach
is the need to provide for the maintenance and enhancement of the natural regeneration
process upon subdivision only.

5.2 Objectives and Policies of the Natural Environment Chapter
5.21 General Objectives and Policies of the Natural Environment Chapter
5.2.1.1 Objective - Maintenance and Enhancement Special Ecological Areas

(Category 2)
To maintain and enhance the values and characteristics of areas of indigenous flora and
fauna which significantly contribute to the ecological quality and to the biodiversity of the
City.

5.2.1.1.1 Policy - Identifying Special Ecological Areas (Category 1 & 2)

By identifying Category 1 and 2 Special Ecological Areas that meet the following
criteria and recognising these as significant and providing for, as a priority, their
protection, maintenance and enhancement:

@) Representativeness. The primary criterion, based on a comparison of present
vegetation cover versus past extent, diversity and pattern, naturalness, and
size.

(b) Diversity and pattern. The diversity of ecological and physical features, and the

patterns that exist within an area under consideration.

(© Naturalness. The degree to which the vegetation and habitats reflect likely
natural character. Most mainland ecosystems are modified but the degree of
naturalness is an important consideration.

(d) Size and shape. Areas which are relatively large (i.e. compared to the mean
size of remaining areas of indigenous vegetation in an Ecological District) are
preferred to small areas. Small areas can be affected strongly by edge effects.
A compact single area is generally preferable to long narrow areas or small
separate remnants.

(e) Rarity and special features. The relative rarity of physical landscape features,
vegetation, habitats and species within an ecological region or district or on a
national basis.

() Buffering and connectivity. The degree to which a natural area is protected or
buffered by the surrounding landscape, or provides a buffer to other areas. An
area may play an important role by connecting other areas of indigenous
vegetation or habitat, or providing a riparian buffer.

(9) Viability. The likelihood of an area remaining ecologically viable over time.
Larger areas are generally more likely to remain viable with lower levels of
management input.
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52112

Policy - Protection of Special Ecological Area (Category 1)

By ensuring that the characteristics and values of Category 1 Special Ecological Areas be
protected from the adverse effects of subdivision, use and development by having regard to:

(@)

(b)
(€)

(d)

52113

the character and degree of modification, damage, loss or destruction that will
result from the activity;

the duration and frequency of effect (for example long-term or recurring effects);

the magnitude or scale of effect (for example number of areas affected, spatial
distribution, landscape context);

cumulative effects (for example loss of multiple features or values).

Policy - Maintenance and Enhancement Special Ecological Areas
(Category 2)

By having regard to the effects of activities such as earthworks, vegetation clearance, and
the establishment of buildings or structures on the characteristics and values that make the
area a Special Ecological Area (Category 2).

52114

Policy - Special Ecological Area Character (Category 1 & 2)

Ecological assessment of subdivision, use or development within or adjacent to any Special
Ecological Area shall take into account the following matters:

(@)

(b)

(©)
(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

the nature and extent of any proposed work and the degree to which it may lead
to adverse ecological effects on indigenous flora and fauna;

the location of the proposed activity and its potential adverse effects in relation
to the variation of the qualities and values across the Special Ecological Area;

any alternative methods which may be available to achieve the proposal;

the ability to build a single dwelling on an existing site which complies with all
other requirements of the City Plan;

the extent to which any new planting is planned to mitigate any adverse effects
that may result from the proposed activity. Any new planting shall be
indigenous to the subject ecosystem;

the extent to which weed and pest management planned will mitigate any
adverse effects that may result from the proposed activity. The longevity of such
mitigation shall also be considered,;

the need to avoid cumulative effects on Special Ecological Areas caused
through incremental loss or modification of parts of the area.

The following additional matters apply on Category 1 Special Ecological Areas, in addition to
that listed above:

(h)
(i)
0)
(k)
()

the importance of the area to indigenous fauna (locally and regionally);

the degree to which there has been cumulative loss of the extent and species
diversity of this type of ecosystem;

the rarity of the ecosystem or community of plant species;
the presence of threatened species;

the presence of species at their distributional limits.
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5.2.1.1.5 Policy - Established Activities within or adjacent to Special Ecological
Areas

By enabling the maintenance and enhancement of existing activities within or adjacent to
Special Ecological Areas can occur under the following circumstances:

€)) where use or development will not adversely affect the receiving environment;
and
(b) where use and development occurs in an area where natural character values

have been compromised to a significant degree.

5.2.1.1.6 Policy - Landuse adjacent to Special Ecological Areas

By ensuring that subdivision, use and development adjacent to any Special Ecological
Area be carried out in a way that does not result in a reduction in the health, viability or
ecological values of those areas.

5.2.1.1.7 Policy - Public Access

By providing for public access to Special Ecological Areas where that access does not
compromise the health, viability or ecological values of that area.

5.2.1.1.8 Policy - Effects on Aquatic Ecosystems and Habitats

By having particular regard to the effects of land use adjacent to Special Ecological
Areas, rivers, streams, wetlands and the Coastal Marine Area on the health of aquatic
ecosystems, the continuity of riparian habitats and the natural character of coastal and
harbour margin areas.

5.2.1.1.9 Policy - Precautionary Approach

By adopting a precautionary approach towards activities within or adjacent to the
coastal environment, wetlands, riparian areas, Significant Ecological Areas and areas
significant habitats of indigenous fauna whose effects are uncertain, unknown or little
understood, but whose effects are potentially significantly adverse to that environment.

5.2.1.2 Objective - Reduction of Habitat Fragmentation and Isolation
To reduce habitat fragmentation and isolation of Special Ecological Areas throughout
the City.

5.2.1.2.1 Policy - Habitat Corridors

By ensuring subdivision, use and development provides for the maintenance and
enhancement of areas located within the Restoration Overlay Policy Area and natural
corridors between Special Ecological Areas, especially where their provision is likely
to:

(@) improve the natural character of riparian areas;

(b) improve the viability of a habitat or its dependent species;

(c) maintain, or enhance the of health, viability or ecological values of those
areas;

(d) reduce habitat fragmentation and isolation of Special Ecological Areas.
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5.2.1.3 Objective - Restoration Policy Overlay Zone

To protect the processes of natural regeneration within the City, and promote and maintain
links between Special Ecological Areas and fauna habitat, so that their resilience is
maintained and enhanced.

5.2.1.3.1 Policy - Subdivision within the Restoration Area Policy Overlay Zone

By ensuring that subdivision within any Restoration Area Policy Overlay Zone be carried out
in a way that does not adversely affect the ability of regeneration of indigenous vegetation.
Particular regard should be had to the subdivision design and placement of structures in
maintaining the linkages between indigenous vegetation, flora habitats, natural features,
landforms, waterways and associated indigenous planting to enhance vegetation linkages.

5214 Objective - The Preservation of the Natural Character of Wetlands, Rivers,
Coastal Margins and Areas of Significant Biological Diversity

To preserve the natural character values of wetlands, rivers, coastal margins and areas of

significant biological diversity.

5.2.1.4.1 Policy - Identification of Natural Character of Wetlands, Rivers, and
Coastal Margins

Areas of wetland, river and coastal margins that have important natural character values
shall be identified by assessing the extent to which the following criteria are met:

€)) Natural Systems Expressed

The qualities and patterns of the landscape express integrated physical
processes and ecological systems and promote and support the healthy
functioning of the natural environment;

(b) Landform
Landform retains its natural form and qualities;
(© Land Cover

Land cover is unmodified from its natural state or is regenerating and contributes
to a high degree of naturalness or, where managed, retains the qualities of
naturalness;

(d) Waterscape

Seascapes, harbours, estuaries, wetlands, geothermal surface features, lake or
river water bodies are natural without obvious human structures or intervention;

(e) Fauna

Habitat for fauna is natural and functions without compromise by human
influence or modification.
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5.2.1.4.2 Policy - Preservation of Natural Character of Wetlands, Rivers, and Coastal

Margins

By ensuring that subdivision, use, and development does not adversely affect the important
natural character values of wetlands, rivers, and coastal margins by having regard to:

(@)

(b)
(€)
(d)

(e)

The natural processes, elements and patterns that determine the areas natural
character are sustained;

Degree of change to landform and relief;
Degree of protection of vegetation cover and patterns;

The presence of human influence to wetland, river, and coastal margins including
buildings, structure and other activities;

The ability to mitigate or remedy adverse effects of any subdivision, use, and
development.

5.2.1.4.3 Policy - Ecological Migration

By recognising that natural features may migrate inland as a result of dynamic coastal and
harbour processes, and to take account of this in providing for the preservation of natural
character and the protection of ecological values when subdivision, use or development in
the coastal environment is being assessed.
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5.3

5.3.1

Activity Status Rules

Activities occurring within the Natural Environment

All activities occurring within or adjacent to a Special Ecological Area (as identified in
Appendix 5.3A — Special Ecological Area Register** and on the City Plan Planning Maps) or
within the Restoration Area Overlay Zone shall have the status identified in Table 5.3A**.

In Table 5.3A**, terms have the following meaning:

Status

Implication

Permitted.

Does not require a resource consent provided the activity
complies with any relevant standards, terms and conditions
specified in the Plan;

Controlled.

Requires a resource consent but must be granted by the
Council with or without conditions unless the information
provided is insufficient to determine if the activity is a
Controlled activity. Matters of which control is reserved and
conditions can be applied are specified in the Plan. In addition,
the activity must comply with any relevant standards, terms or
conditions specified in the Plan.

RD —

Restricted
Discretionary.

Requires a resource consent that may be granted with or
without conditions or declined by the Council, subject only to
consideration of the matters to which discretion is restricted, as
outlined in the Plan. Any conditions of consent are also limited
to the matters to which discretion is restricted. The activity
must also comply with any standards, terms or conditions that
apply to the activity.

Discretionary.

Requires a resource consent. The activity may be granted
consent with or without conditions or declined at Council's
discretion. The activity must comply with any standards, terms
or conditions specified in the Plan.

NC —

Non-Complying.

The activity may be granted a resource consent with or without
conditions and is generally not anticipated within the zone.

Pr—

Prohibited.

The activity is prohibited within the zone. No application may
be made for such an activity and a resource consent cannot be
granted for the activity.

Table 5.3A —Activity Status for Activities occurring within the Natural Environment

Definition of the term ‘adjacent’
For the purposes of this Chapter, ‘adjacent’ means:

Within 10 metres of a boundary of a Category 1 Special Ecological Area (as identified
on the City Plan Planning Maps)

Within 5 metres of a boundary of a Category 2 Special Ecological Area (as identified
on the City Plan Planning Maps)
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Use/Activity

Relevant
Rule

Category 1 SEA

Category 2 SEA

Activities (unless otherwise listed
in Table 5.3A**) that involve the
deposition or disturbance of more
less than 10m?® earth/soil/sand in
any 12month period within or
adjacent  to any Special
Ecological Area.

Activities (unless otherwise listed
in Table 5.3A*) that involve the
removal or loss of less than 5m?
of indigenous vegetation in any
12month  period within  or
adjacent to any Special
Ecological Area.

The construction/reconstruction,
maintenance, development or
enhancement of minor public
recreation facilities and reserves.

54.1

The maintenance and
enhancement of existing:

e public toilets;

o surf life saving activities,
facilities and structures;

e roads, public carparks, and
access roads.

5.4.2

Maintenance to existing network
utility services within or adjacent
to any Special Ecological Area.

5.4.3

Maintenance to existing
stormwater detention ponds
within or adjacent to any
Special Ecological Area.

5.4.4

The maintenance, replacement or
alteration of existing structures
and buildings within or adjacent to
a Special Ecological Area.

5.4.6

The erection of structures in the
Road Zone.

Construction of any building or
structure adjacent to any Special
Ecological Area not listed as a
permitted activity.

5.5
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5.4

54.1

Permitted Activity Rules

The construction/reconstruction, maintenance,
development or enhancement of minor public
recreational facilities

The construction/reconstruction, maintenance, development or
enhancement of minor public recreational facilities that involves:

(@)

(b)

5.4.2

Deposition or disturbance of earth, sand or soil of
any volume provided that restoration and
reinstatement is undertaken using indigenous plant
species found within the Special Ecological Area and
placed according to accepted ecological practice at
the completion of the works, and

Revegetation planting shall be established within
six months.

The maintenance enhancement of existing public
infrastructure

The maintenance, reconstruction or enhancement of:

¢ public toilets;
o surf life saving activities, facilities and structures;
¢ roads, public carparks and access roads;

that includes:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

The deposition or disturbance in any 12month
period from within any Special Ecological Area of
less than 50m? earth/soil/sand, and/or

The removal or loss of less than 30m? of
indigenous vegetation in any 12month period from
within any Special Ecological Area;

Provided that restoration and reinstatement is
undertaken using indigenous plant species found
within the Special Ecological Area and placed
according to accepted ecological practice at the
completion of the works; and

Revegetation planting shall be established within
six months.
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5.4.3 Maintenance of existing network utility
services

Maintenance to existing network utilities within or adjacent to

any Special Ecological Area that involves:

(a) The deposition or disturbance in any 12month
period from within or adjacent to any Special
Ecological Area of less than 20m? earth/soil, or

(b) The removal or loss of less than 10m? of
indigenous vegetation in any 12month period from
within or adjacent to any Special Ecological Area;

(c) Provided that restoration and reinstatement
planting is undertaken using indigenous plant
species found within the Special Ecological Area;
and

(d) Written details of the proposed activity shall be
provided to the Council not less than 14 working
days prior to the commencement of the activity
together with details of how sub paragraph (a)
and (b) will be met, including how the restoration
and reinstatement planting will be undertaken and
which plant species will be utilised.

5.4.4 Maintenance of existing stormwater detention
ponds

The maintenance of existing stormwater detention ponds that

within or adjacent to any Special Ecological Area involves:

€) Deposition or disturbance of earth, sand or soil of
any volume provided that restoration and
reinstatement is undertaken using indigenous plant
species found within the Special Ecological Area at
the completion of the works within the area

disturbed;

(b) Revegetation planting shall be established within
six months.

5.4.6 The maintenance, replacement or alteration of

existing structures and buildings within or
adjacent to any Special Ecological Area
The maintenance or replacement of existing structures and
buildings within the existing envelope and footprint that involves:

(a) The deposition or disturbance in any 12month
period of less than 10m? earth/soil; and/or

(b) The removal or loss of less than 5m? of
indigenous vegetation in any 12month period.
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55 Discretionary Activities Rules
The following are Discretionary Activities:

€) Any activity listed as Discretionary in Table 5.3A**

5.5.1 Assessment of Discretionary Activities

In considering a Discretionary Activity the Council’s discretion is
unrestricted. The Council will consider any relevant matter with
particular regard to the relevant Objectives and Policies of the
Plan. In addition, Council will have particular regard to the
relevant standards and terms listed below:

Standards and Terms
(@) Standards, Terms and Conditions
(i) A qualified ecologist shall prepare an ecological

assessment for any application for resource
consent within any Special Ecological Area
considering those matters outlined in Policy
5.2.1.1.1** Policy - Identifying Special Ecological
Areas (Category 1 & 2).

5.6 Non — complying Activities
The following are Non — complying activities:

€) Activities that do not meet one or more permitted
activity rules;

(b) All activities that are not listed as permitted,
controlled, restricted discretionary or discretionary
activities.
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Appendix 5A

Special Ecological Area Register

Note: The City Planning Maps for Special Ecological Area include some areas within the Coastal Marine Area.

City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA
Number

Area
Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

Special Ecological Area -

Category 1

Wairoa River

Flats; Scarps,
toeslopes and
associated steep
slopes; Undulating
low hills.

A large representative example of estuarine vegetation with small
areas of freshwater wetlands.

The majority of this SEA is identified as having outstanding wildlife
value, two acutely threatened, one chronically threatened, and three at
risk bird species have been recorded. The river is of regional
conservation significance, comprising a good quality, representative
vegetation sequence, characteristic of the Tauranga Ecological District.
This SEA also contains representative examples of freshwater wetland
vegetation adjacent to a river channel and a relatively large and diverse
area of estuarine vegetation which is of regional conservation
significance.

Matua
Estuary - York
Park

Flats.

A large representative example of estuarine vegetation with contiguous
palustrine wetlands characteristic of the vegetation of the Tauranga
Ecological District.

This SEA is of high wildlife value. Matuku (Australasian bittern),
banded rail and North Island fernbird have been recorded.

It is a large and relatively diverse natural area and is of regional
conservation significance.
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City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA
Number

Area
Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

Scarps, Toeslopes
and associated step

This SEA is a relatively large example of estuarine vegetation with
contiguous palustrine and terrestrial communities characteristic of the
vegetation of the Tauranga Ecological District.

A diverse range of avifauna, including banded rail and North Island

Waikareao slopes: fernbird are present and the SEA is of high wildlife value.
Estuary 1 dp.ff o d
:m : er.elgltl?te The SEA has high botanical conservation value, several regionally
errace, riats. uncommon species occur here.
It is a large and relatively diverse natural area and is of regional
conservation significance.
This SEA contains a high quality, representative example of a
palustrine wetland contiguous with saltmarsh characteristic of
vegetation of the Tauranga Ecological District.
Flats; Scarps, : - .
toeslopes (,fnd The SEA contains the best remaining example of Coprosma propinqua
Waimapu associated steep subsp. propingqua shrubland within Tauranga Harbour.
Estuary Sog.?fs: tiated The area has high wildlife value, banded rail and North Island fernbird
te?raltc(eeren late are present, and white fronted tern and common coastal birds frequent

the area.

It is a large and diverse natural area and is of national conservation
significance.
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City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA
Number

Area
Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

Poike

Flats; Scarps,
toeslopes and
associated steep
slopes;
Undifferentiated
terrace.

This SEA contains a relatively extensive, diverse example of estuarine
vegetation and associated palustrine wetlands. The area is contiguous
with, and complementary to, Waimapu Estuary.

This SEA has high wildlife value. Banded rail, spotless crake and
North Island fernbird are present, and white fronted tern and common
coastal birds frequent the area.

It is a medium sized, diverse natural area and is of regional
conservation significance.

Waitao
Stream

Flats;
Undifferentiated
terrace.

This SEA is a relatively extensive, good quality example of estuarine
vegetation with contiguous palustrine vegetation.

It is an area of high wildlife value, banded rail and North Island fernbird
are present. Waitao Stream is adjacent the Te Maunga wader roost.

It is a large and diverse natural area and is of regional conservation
significance.

Mauao

Very steep hill.

This SEA contains a relatively large area of pohutukawa forest and
numerous types of indigenous scrub and treeland are present on the
western slopes.

It contains a diverse range of vegetation/habitat types and numerous
plant species of limited distribution within the Tauranga Ecological
District, including one nationally threatened species.

It contains the most extensive and highest quality area of pohutukawa
forest on the mainland within the Tauranga District and the Tauranga
Ecological District.

TCC Draft City Plan — Chapter 5 Natural Environment

Page Number 5.3




City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA
Number

Area
Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

Mauoa is the area of a mainland breeding colony of grey-faced petrel
and little blue penguin (Chronically Threatened).

It is a large area comprising a diverse array of coastal forest types
which are now uncommon in Tauranga Ecological District, on a
nationally important geological feature. Mauoa is of national
conservation significance.

The Motuotau Island SEA is a high quality, representative example of
pohutukawa forest, once characteristic of coastal headlands and cliffs
in the Tauranga Ecological District but which is now greatly reduced in
extent.

The island is of high wildlife value, reef heron (Acutely Threatened —

Motuotau . . .

Island Hill. Nationally Vulnerable), red-billed gulls and grey-faced petrels breed
here.
The island has high botanical value, three regionally uncommon
species occur here in coastal forest.
It is of national conservation significance.
This SEA contains indigenous sand dune vegetation of relatively high
quality, including continuous vegetation sequences from incipient

Otira Sand Sand dune; foredunes to transgressing dunefields.

Dunes Oceanside sand

beaches. This area has high botanical conservation values, two chronically

threatened dune plants are present. This SEA is of moderate wildlife
value, katipo are present in the dunes.
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City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA

Number

Area
Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

This SEA contains a high quality, large example of indigenous sand
dune vegetation characteristic of the Tauranga Ecological District, that
includes continuous vegetation sequences from incipient foredunes to
transgressing dunefields.

The area has high botanical values. Two Chronically Threatened dune

Sand dune; . . X .
Papamoa : plant species occur here, including sand pimelea — one of three
10 Oceanside sand S . . : . o
Sand Dunes beaches remaining mainland populations in the Tauranga Ecological District,
' two other regionally uncommon plant species are present.
This SEA is also of significant wildlife value, katipo are present in the
dunes and a threatened land snail has been recorded in the past.
It is an area of regional conservation significance.
This SEA is a large representative example of indigenous sand dune
vegetation containing a diverse array of plant communities on a
dynamic dune sequence from incipient foredunes to actively migrating
transgressive dunefields and dune wetlands.
Kaituna Sand | Sand dune; This SEA is of high botanical value, seven threatened plant species
11 Dunes and Oceanside sand occur here, including one Nationally Endangered species.
Wetlands beaches.

This SEA is of high wildlife value, matuku (Australasian bittern) are
present in the wetlands and katipo are present in the dunes.

It is a large and diverse natural area containing a range of botanical
and wildlife values, and is of national conservation significance.
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City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA

Number

Area
Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

This SEA is a good quality representative example of a dune lake in
the BOP Region. This is the only remaining dune lake on the mainland
within the Tauranga Ecological District.

slopes; Undulating
low hills.

37 Elizabeth Sand dune;
Wetland ' This SEA has high wildlife value, matuku (Australasian bittern) are
known to breed here.
It is an area of regional conservation significance.
Special Ecological Area - Category 2
This SEA is a representative example of estuarine and terrestrial
12 Motuopae Intertidal flats: vegetation centred on and around a small island in the Waikareao
Island hills(s). Estuary.
It is an area of local conservation significance.
This SEA is a relatively large area of estuarine vegetation with
contiguous palustrine vegetation, This area is contiguous with, and
complementary to, Waikareao Estuary 1 (Category 1).
Flats; Scarps, _ _ o _ _
_ toeslopes and This SEA has high wildlife values, banded rail and North Island fernbird
Waikareo ; are present
13 associated steep P -
Estuary 2

This SEA has botanical values, containing a diverse array of
community types along a gradient from estuarine to palustrine
vegetation.

It is an area of local conservation significance.
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City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA
Number

Area
Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

Primarily River flats,
bordered by

Kopurererua _ _ This SEA is a large palustrine wetland. Wetlands have been greatly
14 Stream undifferentiated reduced in extent in the Tauranga Ecological District.
Wetland terrace and Flat _ _ o
undulating/undulating It is an area of local conservation significance.
low hills.
Waimapu Flats; Scarps, This SEA is a relatively diverse area of estuarine, palustrine and
toeslopes and T . . :
15 Estuary associated stee terrestrial indigenous vegetation which contributes to the overall
Walkway P ecological values of Tauranga Harbour.
slopes.
This SEA contains a small area of Coprosma propinqua subsp.
_ propinqua shrubland within a complex of estuarine and associated
Flats; Scarps, alustrine wetlands characteristic of the Tauranga Ecological District
Waimapu toeslopes and P 9 g '
17 Stream associated steep One regionally uncommon plant species occurs here.
Wetland slopes. The area has significant wildlife values, North Island fernbird are
present.
It is an area of local conservation significance
. This SEA contains three representative areas of estuarine and
Flats; Scarps, associated palustrine vegetation in close proximity. The vegetation is
toeslopes and characteristic of the Tauranga Ecological District.
18 Hairini associated steep

slopes.

The area has significant wildlife values, it is a neap tide roost for a
range of wading birds.

It is an area of local conservation significance.
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City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA
Number

Area
Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

Flats; Scarps,
toeslopes and

This SEA contains a relatively large, diverse, and representative area
of estuarine vegetation with contiguous palustrine vegetation
characteristic of the Tauranga Ecological District.

19 Kaitemako associated steep N I .
Stream Mouth ) ! The area has significant wildlife values, banded rail and North Island
slopes; Undulating .
. fernbird are present.
low hills.
It is an area of local conservation significance.
This SEA is a moderate sized, representative, area of diverse estuarine
_ _ vegetation with contiguous areas of palustrine vegetation characteristic
20 Welcome Bay | Undulating low hills. | of the Tauranga Ecological District.
It is an area of local conservation significance
This SEA is a small tidal inlet comprising estuarine vegetation.
21 Tye Park Inlet | Undulating low hills. The area has significant wildlife values, North Island fernbird have
been recorded here.
It is an area of local conservation significance.
This SEA is a small area of estuarine vegetation with associated
Ranginui Undulating low hills. | palustrine vegetation which contributes to the overall ecological values
22 Road of Tauranga Harbour.
It is an area of local conservation significance.
This SEA is a relatively large and diverse area of wetland containing a
Noaneke Undulating low hills; range of both estuarine and palustrine vegetation.
23 Rgag Undifferentiated The wetland vegetation is of significant wildlife value, banded rail and
terrace. North Island fernbird have both been recorded here.

It is an area of local conservation significance.
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City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA
Number

Area

Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

This SEA is a moderate sized area of estuarine vegetation.
The area is of significant wildlife value, banded rail and North Island

24 Mangatawa Sand dune. fernbird have both been recorded here.
It is an area of local conservation significance.
This SEA is a large, diverse area of wetland vegetation containing a
) ) range of estuarine vegetation types and small example of palustrine
o5 Rangataua Undifferentiated vegetation.
Bay terrace; Flats _ L . _
The area is of significant wildlife value, banded rail and North Island
fernbird are present.
Scarps, toeslopes
and associated steep | This SEA is a large area of terrestrial vegetation (treeland) with a
26 Oruamatua slopes; relatively high component of indigenous plant species on the scarps,
Undifferentiated toeslopes and associated steep slopes.
terrace.
Flats; Scarps, This SEA is a relatively large and diverse area comprising both
toeslopes and estuarine and palustrine vegetation, which contributes to the overall
27 Waipu Bay 1 | associated steep ecological value of Tauranga Harbour.
slopes. The area is of significant wildlife value banded rail and North Island
fernbird have been recorded.
This SEA is a narrow strip of estuarine vegetation which contributes to
_ the overall ecological value of Tauranga Harbour.
28 Waipu Bay 2 Flats.

This area is of significant wildlife value, banded rail have been
recorded.
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City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA

Number

Area
Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

Flats; Scarps,
toeslopes and

This SEA incorporates six narrow examples of estuarine vegetation in
close proximity, located along the western margin of Waipu Bay which

29 Waipu Bay 3 | . ioted steep contributes to the overall ecological value of Tauranga Harbour.
slopes. This area is of significant wildlife value.
This SEA is a small example of estuarine vegetation which contributes
30 Waipu Bay 4 | Sand dune to the overall ecological value of Tauranga Harbour.
This area is of significant wildlife value.
This SEA is a relatively large area of estuarine and palustrine
) vegetation, which contributes to the overall ecological value of
31 Waipu Bay 5 | Sand dune; Flats Tauranga Harbour.
This area is of significant wildlife value
This SEA contains numerous small areas of terrestrial vegetation
(forest, treeland and scrub), generally on the lower southern and
eastern slopes of Mauao. This area is contiguous with and
complementary to Mauao 1.
) It contains examples of pohutukawa forest on the toeslopes of Mauao,
32 Mauao Very steep hill

adjacent to the shore. Two regionally uncommon plant species are
present.

This area is of significant wildlife value, northern little blue penguin
breed here.

It is an area of regional conservation value.
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City Plan
Map
Reference

SEA
Number

Area
Identification

Landform Unit(s)

General Description

This SEA contains a diverse range of secondary terrestrial vegetation,
dominated by scrub on the island.

This area has moderate botanical conservation value, coastal mahoe

33 Moturiki Island | Hill occurs in pohutukawa scrub on the island.
This area is of significant wildlife value, northern little blue penguin
breed here.
It is an area of local conservation significance.
This SEA contains a small representative example of pohutukawa
34 Hopukiore Hill forest on a small hill that has historical and archeological values.
It is a site of local conservation significance.
This SEA is a large and diverse area of sand dune vegetation
Shark Alley to | Sand dune, dominated by indigenous species.
35 Kaituna Spit Oceanside sand One regionally uncommon plant species is present
Sand Dunes beaches 9 y b P b '
It is an area of regional conservation significance.
This SEA contains four moderately sized areas of palustrine vegetation
adjacent to, or in close proximity to the Kaituna River.
36 Kaituna River Sand dune This area includes some of the last small remnants of the Kawa
Wetlands ' Swamp which was once a large wetland covering much of the Maketu
Plains.
It is an area of regional conservation significance.
This SEA contains an example of an ox-bow lake associated with the
Bell Road : : .
_ _ Kaituna River. Ox-bow lakes are now a rare feature on the Kaituna
38 Oxbow Alluvial plains

River Plains.

It is an area of local conservation significance.
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City Plan

SEA Area . .
Map Number Identification Landform Unit(s) General Description
Reference
Kaituna River This SEA contains a small example of sand dune vegetation at the
39 Mouth Sand dune. mouth of the Kaituna River, which provides a roosting site for wading
birds.
h This SEA is a small inner harbour island. One at risk plant species
40 :\gg#gpu [ Hills grows here.
It is an area of local conservation significance.
Waipu Bay , This SEA is a small area of palustrine wetland vegetation which
41 Sand dune; Flats , .
contributes to the overall ecological value of Tauranga Harbour.
Waipu Bay . , This SEA is a small area of palustrine wetland which contributes to the
42 Undulating low hills.

overall ecological value of Tauranga Harbour.

Note: For greater detail on each Special Ecological Area, refer to Wildland Consultants (2000, 2005 and 2008) Indigenous Biodiversity of
Tauranga District — State of the Environment Reporting. Wildland Consultants Ltd Contract Report No. 309, 1256 & 2053. Prepared for
Tauranga City Council.
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